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A Genuine and Particular Accouxt 
of the Manner in which P——ce 
C——les E— 4 was arreſted ; 
with all the minute Circumſtances 
of his Conveyance to the Caſtle of 
Vincennes, &c. 
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FRENCH Lap, Sc. 
| Do not know., Sir, whether I can 


tail as you deſire, of what hap- 
pened upon the Day on which 3 
E was arreſted. Whether it 

ceeds from the Miniſters being afr — 


of the Populace, or from their being 


aſhamed of the Manner in which they 
have conducted this Affair; but at pre- 
ſent they make Uſe of all poſhble Me- 
thods to diſguiſe the Facts, and if for 


the firſt two or three Days, they had 


taken the ſame Pains, 1 ſhould- have 
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give you ſo circumſtantial a De- 
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bad nothing to communicate to you 


but publick Rumours ; but theſe I 
ſhall carefully avoid ; and if I am not 
ſufficiently informed to give you all 
that is true, you may be aſſured, at 
leaſt, of having nothing from me that 
1s not true. 

You and every one elſe have heard, 
that P ce E——4 refuſed to depart 
the Kingdom. Whether he grounded 
his Refuſal upon a Treaty with France, 
or upon the Word and Faith of the 
King, he believ'd that the Bands of 
Union between his Majefty and him 
were too ſtrong, not to induce him to 
think all Orders, Suppoſitions (as he 
call'd them) except ſuch as his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be pleaſed to ſignify from 
his own Mouth. fawn 5 
This ſteady Conduct, which they 
little expected, appear'd extravagant 
to the Court: They were aſtoniſhed at 
his attempting to oppoſe the Will of 
the King. Such an Oppoſition made 
them believe, that, after the Example 
of Charles XII. he wou'd ſtand a Siege 
in his own Houſe. They gave out, 
that he threatened to kill the firſt wh | 
FOOT | | | that 
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that ſhou'd offer to arreſt him; and 


that beginning thus by Murder, he 
would finiſh by Suicide: Monſieur the 
Duke de Gevres, and ſeveral others, 
were mentioned as Witneſſes of theſe 
Declarations ; But there is not one of 
them who does not deny their having 
ever heard any ſuch thing. Among 
others, the Duke declares 3 
that the P ce had always aſſur'd him, 
that he wou'd ſhew a Reſpect to all 
thoſe who ſhou'd apply to him in the 
Name of the King. 
This ſuppoſed Intention, however, 
giving the Alarm to the Council, and 
furniſhing Matter for the Wiſdom of 
the Miniſters, made them, after ma- 
ture Deliberation, reſolve to have 
P——ce E——d ſeized by Surprize. 
The Paſſage leading to the Opera- 
Houſe was choſen, as the moſt proper 
Place for arreſting him. The P—ce 
appear'd every Day in ſome publick 
Aſſembly, either 1n the Walks, or in 
the- Play-houſes ; and, for ſome time 
before, he had even frequented them 
more than aſual ; having probably re- 
_ folv'd, that if they ſhou'd attempt any 
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Violenee, itſhou'd be done in Publick, | 


that the World might ſee he did not 
willingly give up the Aſylum, which 
had been promis d him by France. 
The Day of Execution being fixed, 
and the Orders given to Monſieur the 
Duke de Biren, Colonel of the French 
Guards, a Council of War was held at 
the Duke's Houſe, in the Night, be- 
tween Monday and Tueſdaythe Eleventh 
of December, which was compoſed of 
the Field-Officers and fix Serjeants. 
They concerted the Methods for exe- 
cuting this Enterprize ; The Officers, 
who were to have a Share in it, were 
commanded to repair to Mr. de Vau- 
dreuil's before Day, in order to pre- 
vent their being perceived. The Duke 
de Biron went thither himſelf, and 
caus'd ten Ells of Crimſon Silk Cord 
to be bought, and having drawn out 
1200 Men of his Regiment, he order'd 
them to inveſt the * Palace-Royal, 
The Serjeants of the Regiment, armed 
with Curiaſſes and Scul-Caps, had Di- 
rection to be in the Paſlage to the 
Opera-Houſe, and in the Entrances of 
the 
* The Opera-Houſe at Paris is in this Palace. 
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* A Houſes bordering upon i it. The 
Serjeants of the Grenadiers, as N 3 5 4 
the moſt intrepid, were ordered to 


ſeize the P—ce: Two Companies of 
Grenadiers took Poſt in the Court-Yard 

of the Kitchens, where the Duke de 
Biron, diſguiſed and in a Coach, 
waited to ſee the Succeſs of this Ea. 


terprize. The * Muſquetairs had Oc- 


ders to be ready to mount on Horſe- 
back: The + 7 5 was diſtributed in 
all the neighbouring Streets; Troops 
were poſted upon the Road from the 
Palace Royal uite to Vinfennes ; Hat- 
chets and Scaling-Ladders were 15 
pared, Lockſmiths were directe 

attend, in order to take the P ce by 
a Scalade, i in caſe he ſhow'd throw him- 


ſelf into ſome Houſe, and there reſolve 


to ſtand a Siege. Dr. Vernage, the 
Phyſician, and three Surgeons, were 
alſo ordered to be in Readineſs to dreſs 
the Wounded. 


The Meaſures thus taken, with all 
| this Precaution and Secrecy, were not- 
Bs WAL withſtanding 


oF A Body of Trench Horſe-Guards. _. .. 


TA Body of Men * for guarding rhe * 


Streets in Paris. 


*- withſtanding obſery'd. The P—ce re- 
=  ceivd that Morning ſeveral Notes, 


At that Inſtant two Serjeants 
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giving him Advice of the whole De- 


' ign. At the“ Tuilleries likewiſe he 


was advertiſed of it; and as he paſſed 
through the Street St. Honore Sou to 
to 


the Opera, he heard a Voice cal 


him, P—ce, return, they are going 10 
arreft you, the Palace-Koyal is beſet. 
Notwithſtanding theſeAdvices he went 
on, and in alighting from his Coach 
at the Paſſage of the Opera-Houle, he 
found the Guards doubled, with their 


Bayonets fix'd on the Muzzels of their 
Muſkets; the Guet turning Paſſengers 


out of the Streets, and making the 
Coaches file off ; and he was ſurround- 
ed by the Serjeants dreſs'd in grey 
Cloaths, as if they had been Servants 
who. were deſirous to get a Sight of 
him, a popular Curioſity to which he 


had been much accuſtomed, _ 


One Serjeant in his Uniform, ad- 
vanced, under Pretence of diſperſing 
the Mob, which was to be the hr Loma — 
E12 
F him 
* Royal Gardens at Paris, whers the Nobi- 
licy are allow'd to walk. 2 
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him by the Arms behind, two ſeiz'd 5 1 


his Hands, one feiz d him round the 
Middle, and another ſeizd his Legs. 
In this Condition they carried him to 
a great Gate at the End of the Paflage, 
belonging to Mr. de Maifar, which 
opened into the Conrt-Yard of the Kit- 
chens. Mr. 4s Vaudreuil and the other 
Officers waited for the Pe behind 
this Gate, which they opened to re- 
ceive' him. Monſeignour, fays Mr. de 
Vaudreuil, I arreſ you in the Name of 
the King my Mater. Id (ef 
The P- ce, without the leaſt Change 
in his Countenance, anſwered, The 
Manner 1s a little tos violent. Accord- 
ing to their Orders, they carried him 
into a Hall upon the Ground-Floor, 
where they demanded his Arms: 1 
Hall not deliver them to you, ſays he, 
but you may take them. They took from 
him his Sword, a Knife with two Blades; 
and two Piſtols. He ſaid; They muſt 
not be ſurpriz'd at ſeeing him have Piſtols, 
for be conſtantly carried a Parr in his 
Pockets, ever fince his Return from Scot- 
land. Mr. de Vaudreuil begg'd of him, 
not to make any Attempt either upon 
; B 2 4 his 
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us own Life, or that of any other Per- 
* . Jon; the P ce gave him his Word he 


ow 


wou'd not. Then Mr. de Vaudreuil 


went to the Duke de Biron's Coach, 
do give an Account of what had paſs d. 
He inform'd him of the P—ce's being 


diſarmed, and of his having made no 
Reliſtance. The Duke judged, never- 
theleſs, that for the greater Security, 
it was neceſſary to have him bound; 
which was executed byMr.deVaudreu:l; 
who, in doing it, made his Excuſe: to 
the P—ce, by aſſuring him, that theſe 
Precautions were taken out of Regard 
to his Perſon, and ſolely to prevent 
his R. H. from making any Attempt 
Fon himſelf, I am not uſed to ſuch 

roceedings, reply'd the P—ce, and I 
ſhall not ſay whether they are juſtifiable 
or not, but the Diſgrace cannot affet me, 
it can only affect your Maſter. Mr. de 


Vaudreuil, while he was cauſing him 


to be bound, never ceaſed declaring, 
how. much he was chagrin'd at having 
ſich a Commiſſion to-execnte. - I.. is 
very mortiſying for an Officer, replies 


the P—ce. They proceeded, how- 


erer. Both his Arms and Legs TI 
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tied, and they bound him with fo 


much Cord, that looking diſdainfully "2 
upon them, he aſked,” Have you not 5 
enough now? Not yet, anſwered Mr. 
de Vaudreuil, at which Words, tze 
P. ce darted a menacing Look at him. +1 
They then put him into an hired Coach F 


; that waited in the Court-Vard of the 
Kitchens; Mr. de Vaudreuil placed 
himſelf by his Side, and two Captains 
over-againſt him. Two Officers on 
Horſeback rode with a Hand upon the 
Door on each Side of the Coach; fix 
Grenadiers,- with their Bayonets fix d, 
mounted behind, and the reſt of the 
Soldiers ſurrounded the Coach on Foot; + 
The whole, Train took their Way | 
through the Suburb of K. Antoine; and 
the Duke de Biron, after ſeeing then 
ſet out, ſtepp'd from his Coach inte 
his Chaiſe, to go and give an Account 
of the whole to the King 
The P—ce ſuffer'd himſelf to be 
thus conducted, without allowing one 
Word to drop from him, which was 
unworthy the Greatneſs of his Soul, 
never uttering ſo much as the leaſt 
Complaint, or one reprbachful Ex- 
8 B22 press. 


* 
2 7 


1 
preſſion. The Coach ſtopp'd in the 
Suburb of K. Antorne, where a Detach- 
ment of Muſquetaires waited for it; 
and where they put freſh'Horſes to the 
Coach; and upon ſeeing theſe Prepa- 
rations, the P—ce afkd, Where are 
we going, to Hanover? Monſeigneur, 


fays Mr. de Vaudreuil, they have chan- 


ged Horſes, that your R H—— may 
not be kept too long upon the Road. The 
P—ce continued his Journey without 
faying a Word more, and they con- 
ducted him to Vincennes. The Mar- 
quis de Chatelet, who was known to 
the Pee, and beloved by him, had 


_ - jaft receiv'd Orders to put him in the 


Tower. The Coach arrives and paſſes 
the Bridge, which was that Moment 
drawn up. As ſoon as the P—ce had 
a Sight of M. de Chatelet, he calls to 
him, I ſhou d be glad to embrace you, 
come to me, my Friend, you ſee I cannot 
tome to you. M. de Chatelet perceiv- 
ing he was bound, cried out with Hor- 
ror, and running to him, caus'd him 
to be unbound, and aſſiſted in it, trem- 
bling, and ſcarce able to ſupport him- 
fell. Come, come, my Friend, 12 the 
1 Op . P—ce, 
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walked up the Stairs (which conſiſted 
of fifty Steps) to the Chamber ap- 


pointed for his Lodging. Upon en- 
tring he cooly ſurvey d his Apartment, 
the Furniture of which conſiſted of a 
matted Chair and a wretched Camp- 
Bed. This, ſays he, ts not very mag- 
nificent ; and then aſéd what was the 


Meaning of thoſe Characters which he 
obſerved upon the Walls of the Room, 


M. ae Chatelet anſwered, that they 
were the Handy-Work of a Prieft who 
had made a long Abode in that Cham- 
ber. After ſome little time Mr. de 
Vaudreuil ſaid, that his R— H—— 
had not been thoroughly ſearched ; 
2 which M. de Chatelet aſkd the 
P—ce if he had any thing remaining, 
with which he cou d make an Attempt 
upon himſelf; whereupon he gave 
them a Pair of 


more. Mr. de Vaudreuil took M. de 


Chatelet aſide, and after whiſpering 


ſame time e they return'd to 
the P—ce, and ſearch'd him ſo ſtrictly, 
that Mr. de Vaudreuil thruſt his Hands 


Pair of Compaſſes, and decla- 
red upon his Word, he had nothing 


even 
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even ipto the moſt ſecret Parts of kb 
Garments. Upon this the P—ce 
ſhew'd in his 8 a Mark of 
great Indignation, but he uttered not 


a Word. They found a Pocket-Book, 

which, I am almoſt aſhamed to tell 
you, they took from him. After this, 
M. de Chatelet obſerved that the Pe's 
Chamber being very ſmall, he cou'd 
not take a Walk in it; and that having 
been accuſtomed to a great deal of 
Exerciſe, his being incloſed in ſuch a 
little Room, might be prejudicial to 
his Health. Infead o Frak; mg one Turn, 


I ſhall take Four, 475 the P— ce; to 
which M. de Chatelet reply d, that there 


was next to that a —_ Room, the 
Door of which ſhould be opened, if his 
R— H would give his Word— 
but without givirſg him time to finiſh, 
the P—ce interrupted him, by ſaying, 
T ſhall not give my Word; I have given 


it once reſt and it was not taken ; . 


T ſhall therefore give it no more. I am 
undone, cries M. de Chatelet, falling at 
his Feet, and pouring out a Flood of 


Tears, Monſtigneur, this is the moſt un. 
SO Day of my Life. The P—ce, FD. 


with. 
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great Tenderneſs, gay 
ang, and faid; 1 know: your . a 

for me £ Thhall never confound He 
& with the Govertior. Do the Durieſ 6 

” your Office. They afled-himat wha 
Hour he wor'd ſup ; he anſwered; that 
he had din'd heartily and very late; 
and that he would call for ſomething 

when he had a- mind to eat. Then h 

enquired, how they had treated the 
Gentlemen his Attendants; Have you; 
ſays he, bound my Engliſhmen, 0s von 
4 me? An Engliſhman 1s not uſed 1 10 
be bound; he "is not mad, for ' that 
| Purpoſe.” A little after; he reaſſumed 
the Diſcourſe about his People thus: 
If you hade treated the Cheidlier Har- 
a in the ſame' Manner you have 
treated me, T'beartily pity the poor Man; 
He is fat, and muſt bave ſuffered a great 


deal? At laſt finding that they refus d 
to give him any Account of the Fate 


of his People, he ſpoke no more of 
them; but walked about his Chamber, 


. 
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treating the Officers, appointed for his 


Guard, with Familiarity and Polite- 
neſs, Mr. de Vaudreuil being the only 
Perſon to whom he did not direct his 
3 2 — 4 . CG | 
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time, he threw himfelf upon the! 
in his Clothes, but it was with Diff 

culty he cou'd compoſe himſelf. At 
laſt, however, he fell afleep; but has 
Sleep was ſo diſturbed, that the Offi= 
gers of his Guard being frightned, ran to 
his Bed - ſide, where they found him ftall 
faſt aſleep. He continued ſleeping till 
Six in the Morning, when he awaked, 
and aſæd what it was o Clock. Being 
told, he with a Smile, ſaid, The Nights 
ſeem here to he ſomewhat long. He then 
got up, walk d about his Chamber, 
talking freely with the Officers about 
indifferent Matters, and treated them 
as if they had belong d to himſelf. 
This, Sir, is what I have learned 
from an Officer, who is a Friend. of 
mine, and who was one of thoſe upon 
the P—ce's Guard. He was with Mr. 

de Vaudreuil, behind the Gate, at the 


Hottom of the Opera-Houſe Paſſage. 


He ſaw the P—ce brought in 5 Con- 
ducted him to Vincennes, and did not 
leave him till next Morning at Ten 
O Clock. My Friend wou'd at firſt 
have denied the P—ce's having been 

Fe bound, 
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ny finding that the Fact was 


verred, and made publick, he with 
rio acknowledged it. 
ceived the higheſt Reſpect, and was 
ſtruck with Admiration of P——ce 
E— d. Ln never was, ſaid he, 


5 a Mau: In his greateſt Piſtreſs 


Rl diſoover the leaſt Weakneſs: 
ih a his Converſation he ſhew'd as 
Temper and Magnanimity as 

98555 cou d ſhew in the Height of 
Proſperity. Even in his Priſon, he 
ap heard the Monarch of the Univerſe, 
and we ſeem d to be his Subjects born 
ta receive his Commands. Both Offi- 
rn and Saldiers, upon their Return 
from Viuceunes, ſpoke the like Senti- 
ments as my Friend: They thought it 
their Duty not to conceal their Admi- 


ration. In leſs than four Hours all 


thaſe Circumſtances were ſpread over 


the whole Lity of Paris: P——ce 
eloved; They reſpect 


—--A 1s there 
1sVirtues ; The 7 think he had 4 „ 


an Af ſylum 3 in France. The Publick, 
alrea 


of his being arreſted, ſhew'd the ut- 
moſt Iodignation at the Treatment he 
ee 


He had con- 


y 1n a Conſternation at hearing 


had 
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lament the Loſs of the Honour of thei 
King, and of that of their arzt 


and every one imagin'd, that each 


publiekly related. Beſides all the Of- 


receiv'd a perſonal Diſgrace. In ſhort, 
the publick Reſentment was ſo furious, 
that it was thought neceſſary to give 
ſome -pretended Reaſons for binding 
the P ce, and for the other Parts . 
the Treatment he had ſuffer d. The 
Officers of the Guards were repri- 
manded by their Commanders, for 
having ſo much extolled the P—ce, 


They were ordered to ſay, that he at- 
tempted to throw himſelf out of the 
Coach ; that they had bound him, be- 
cauſe after he had delivered one Piſtol 
and given his Word that he had n. 

more, they had, nevertheleſs, founc 

another. But theſe Stories came too 
late. They cou'd not: now contradict 
the Facts which they themſelves had 


ficers, 
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ficers, except one or two, refuſed obe- 
dience to this particular Command: 
They continued to ſpeak with Admi, 


ration of the P— ce. Thoſe who were 
ſo mean as to recant what they had 


ſaid, were at length overwhelmed with 


Shame and obliged to be ſilent. And 
thus were all the Efforts to blacken 
the P—ce's W HN render d in- 
effectual. 
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